MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE WEST MIDLANDS WAR PENSIONS
COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY, 23" AUGUST 2005 AT THE
GUILDHALL, WORCESTER
AT 10.00 AM

Present: Mike Burrows BEM — Chairman
Harold Canning MBE - Vice Chairman
John Atherton MBE
Bob Belding
Edward Drake
Ken Fisher
Ray Griffiths
Gary Kibblewhite

In Attendance: Sue Rivington — Clerk to the Committee
STATUTORY RULES AND ORDERS

Copies of the Statutory Rules and Orders were tabled for the information of
members.

1. WELCOME

Mike Burrows welcomed members to the 7™ meeting of the West Midlands
WPC.

2. APOLOGIES

Apologies had been received from Margaret Britton, Fred Davies, Alison Hine,
Derek Johnson, Stan Taylor and Pat Cox.

3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest of a financial or pecuniary nature.
4. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the previous meeting, having previously been circulated, were

signed by the Chairman as a true and accurate record of the meeting held on
22" May 2005. Proposed by — Edward Drake. Seconded by — John Atherton.



5. REVIEW OF ACTION POINTS
a) Consultation
b) Raise Awareness
AP4 02/05 Veterans Awareness Week

Mike Burrows informed members that he had spent an
excellent day in London at the Parade of the Standards, where
he had met several WWI| veterans from the Midlands. He
advised that an article outlining the Birmingham events had
appeared in the VA staff magazine — the Grapevine. If any
member would like a copy please let the Clerk know.

AP1 05/05 WPC Co-operation

Member from the East Midlands WPC will attend in the New
Year.

AP2 05/05 Social Events

Letters had been issued to Funds and responses had been
received as follows - £2000 from the Army Benevolent Fund,
£300 from RAF Benevolent Fund and a request for a
breakdown of attendees from the Not Forgotten Association.

AP3 05/05 River Cruise
Gary Kibblewnhite reported that access should be by the main
steps down to the River as they had a central rail for support.

He also advised that reporters from the local Radio and
newspaper would be there to cover the event.

AP4 05/05 Next Meeting

Thanks were given to Gary Kibblewhite for arranging the venue
for the meeting and the ‘audience’ with the Mayor.

AP5 05/05 River Cruise and next meeting

Thanks were given to Gary Kibblewhite for obtaining local
maps for issue to members and those attending the river
cruise.

AP6 05/05 Sponsored Event

This item reported under sub-group agenda item.
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AP8 05/05 Focus Group’

The meeting is to be held at Worcestershire RBL office in
Ombersley on 14™ September 2005. Letters have been issued
to ‘potential’ attendees. Members were reminded that they can
still nominate attendees.

c) Support and Monitor the work of the War
Pensioners’ Welfare Service

AP2 02/05 WM Job Shadowing

Names had been received from members that were interested
in following this opportunity. Mike Burrows asked for feedback
at the next meeting.

AP7 05/05 AFCS Training

Members were satisfied with the information issued as the
Chairman had not received any requests for further training.

d) Assist Individual War Pensioners and War Widows

e) General Action Points
AP1 8/04 Members Handbook

Mike Burrows hoped to be able to give an up to date report at
the next meeting as this item will discussed in detail at the
Chairman’s Conference at the end of September.

AP9 05/05 Hospital Deductions

The Clerk had issued this information with the meeting
notification.

6. SUB GROUP REPORT (SOCIAL EVENTS)

Harold Canning gave a short resume of the sub group meeting
held 5™ July 2005. The minutes of this meeting had previously
been circulated to all members.

Arrangements for the River Cruise following the meeting were
all in hand. 46 War Pensioner’s, War Widows and escorts
were expected, plus the Lord and Lady Mayoress and
Committee members. Following receipt of donations from
funds (as previously reported) and the payment of all bills for
this event, the account balance stands at £2787.11.

Harold had contacted Cadburys regarding a visit and it was felt
by the sub-group, that Easter 2006 would be appropriate.
Further discussions would take place at the next sub-group
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meeting.

John Atherton reported on the proposed Christmas Lunch at
the Hedley Lodge, Belmont Abbey near Hereford.

Sue Rivington confirmed that Pat Cox had provisionally booked
1% December 2005 for the lunch. John had forwarded
information to Pat regarding the Post Codes in the immediate
area of the Belmont Hotel to enable invitations to be issued to
clients in the vicinity.

The Chairman informed members that Derek Johnson had
been taken ill and now awaits bypass surgery. As he acts as
Events Group Treasurer, it was felt that it would be advisable
for health reasons, for another member to take on this role for
the foreseeable future. Bob Belding agreed to take over the
role and will contact Derek direct to discuss the procedures.
Ken Fisher agreed to act as a further bank signatory and the
Committee Manager is to issue the relevant forms for
completion.

7. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Mike Burrows informed members of the following two items in
the absence of Pat Cox.

e Pre 73 widows and widowers £2.00 SPAL increase
On 14™ March the Minister announced an increase to the
Supplementary Pension paid to the widows of service
personnel who left service before 31 March 1973. This
increase is over and above the normal inflation increase and
amounts to £104 per year. Although the increase is due from
6™ April the legislation did not come into force until this month.
There will be an obvious delay in responding to the 40,000
cases that warrant this increase- the computer system is
unable to deal with this exercise and therefore the cases will
be dealt with manually. The Welfare Service have been
advised that they may receive phone calls and asked to help
out where possible to explain the change.

e Veterans Badges
There has been a little confusion regarding the issue of the
badges. It appears that majority of the Ex-Service charities
have been issuing the badges and at the very least issuing a
proforma to the VA when there supply has been exhausted.
Staff at VA and the Welfare Service have been given
instruction that only WWII veterans and War Widows who
receive a WWP are to be issued with the badge and certificate
from NX. The Welfare Service are able to request supplies of
badges for advice days and details have to be passed to NX.

e Future of WPCs
At the Central Advisory Committee on the 8" June 2005,
Jack Hargreaves, Chairman of the London WPC, presented
the Chairs paper on the future of WPCs. The report was
well received and thought to provide a positive and sensible
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way to consolidate the role of WPCs. The Minister will
consider further and notify members of his a decision in due
course.

e WPWS /WPC Meeting 27" June in Birmingham
To discuss improving working relationships between WPWS
and WPCs. The issues arising from this meeting are still
ongoing and hopefully further information will be available at
the next meeting.

REVIEW OF COMPLAINTS PANELS

Mike Burrows reported on the following Complaints Panels:

e Casel - Following a meeting on 18" July 2005 in
Kidderminster, specific advice was given to the client
regarding his forthcoming War Pension Entitlement
Appeal.

e (Case 2 — This case in Solihull has been ongoing since
1994. The original issues discussed were unable to be
dealt with by VA until the outcome of an assessment
appeal. The client has now received details of this
appeal and has requested a further visit from the
Committee, which has been arranged for 10/10/05.

11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Mike Burrows asked members to forward ideas for guest
speakers at future meetings.

Harold Canning asked if members are able to donate raffle
prizes for the Christmas event at Hereford to bring them to the
next meeting.

12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING - 22" November 2005

The next meeting will be held at Birmingham WPWO.
Dates for 2006 are as follows:

21°% February 2006

23" May 2006

22" August 2006

21% November 2006

It is hoped that either the May or August meeting could be held
at Combat Stress, Audley Court, which would be followed by a

‘guided tour and presentation’ on the work of Combat Stress.
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There being no further business, Mike Burrows closed the meeting at

11.05a.m, thanking everyone for their participation.



