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Veterans Day is a celebration of the contribution made by all those who have served in the Armed Forces (and those in the Merchant Navy and Fishing Fleets who supported military operations).  We want Veterans Day to raise the profile of veterans and to improve awareness of the support that the Ministry of Defence (MOD) offers veterans.  
Our goals:
· For all communities to celebrate and recognise the diversity of veterans and their contribution to the nation on Veterans Day
· To publicise the range of support available to veterans and their families
· For veterans to feel that they enjoy the respect and commitment of the nation.
To help support these goals, we are here to advise those who are organising Veterans’ Day events across the nation on how to achieve the maximum positive media coverage.  
VETERANS DAY 2007
Last year’s Veterans Day was a great success and significantly raised public awareness of veterans both through attendance and through the media.   113 events were sponsored by the MOD, from major parades and displays organised by local authorities to smaller celebrations.  Many events involved local MPs, Lords, celebrities and members of the Armed Forces.  Approximately 500,000 people attended events throughout the country.

OUR THEMES AND MESSAGES FOR 2008
Please help us to communicate the following messages to the public at large:

SUPPORT TO EVENT ORGANISERS
There is a range of help and advice available to help organisers publicise events of all scales and types.

· Veterans Day 2008 website.  [http://www.veterans-uk.info/veteransday08/index.htm]
This site (part of the Veterans-UK site)  is full of useful publicity material and information, including:

· A Veterans Day 08 Factsheet.

· A database of Veterans’ Day 08 Flagship events across the UK.
· A draft press release.

· Details of the Regional Defence Press Officer network.
· Downloadable veterans logos.

· How to download Defence images for use on your own website.
· A dedicated, hi-spec homepage (www.veteransday.org.uk), fully integrated into other Veterans sites (from mid-April)

· A ready to use poster (from mid-April).

· Downloadable Veterans Day TV advert (from mid-May). 

· The ‘Heroes’ video (from mid-May).

· ‘Could You Recognise a Veteran?’ which demonstrates diversity amongst the veteran community and carries the key veterans’ messages. Copies can be obtained from Mr Jason Pealin in the MOD Veterans Policy Unit (0207 2184354).
· Regional Defence Press Officers (RDPOs).  The RDPOs are an invaluable source of advice about Defence communications in general and the regional media in particular.  They are also familiar with all the military units in their particular region and, although not in the chain of command, should be able to put organisers in touch with units or at least point them in the right direction.
· Events Calendar.  Event organisers are strongly encouraged to enter the details of their event on the calendar National Calendar of Events .  This will aid both the public and other organisers.
SO FAR THE MOD HAS:
· Announced Blackpool as the host of this year’s National Event.

· Secured the support of the News of the World for Veterans Day events in general.
We are also:
· Using Ministerial engagements and other veterans-related events to publicise Veterans Day 08.

· Targeting the regional media, both print and broadcast, taking national media opportunities as they arise.

· Working with the Community Service Volunteers Action Network to get stories into local radio stations.

· Working with the Mayor of London to arrange the presentation of badges to Veterans working in Government departments across Whitehall.
Veterans are a highly diverse community: all ex-Service people are Veterans, whatever their age or Service experience. 





Veterans deserve our recognition, because of their service and the outstanding contribution that many make to society, using the skills they acquired whilst serving. 





A wide range of support and advice is available to Veterans, from Government, ex-Service organisations, charities and the voluntary sector.














