
Elizabeth Cross honours families of fallen troops 

Her Majesty The Queen has given her name to a new form of recognition for the 
families of British Service personnel killed while serving their country, Defence 
Secretary Bob Ainsworth has announced today, Wednesday 1 July 2009. 
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The Elizabeth Cross will be granted to the next of kin of Armed Forces personnel 
killed on operations or as a result of terrorism in a mark of national recognition for 
their loss. 

This is the first time the name of a reigning monarch has been given to a new award 
since the George Cross was instituted in 1940 by King George VI for acts of bravery 
by both civilians and the military. Prior to this, the Victoria Cross was introduced by 
Queen Victoria in 1856 for acts of gallantry by the Armed Forces. 

Next of kin will receive the Elizabeth Cross - a sterling silver emblem in the shape of 
a cross over a wreath - plus a Memorial Scroll signed by The Queen which will bear 
the name of the person who died. 

The Elizabeth Cross and Memorial Scroll will not just be granted to families who 
have lost loved ones in the recent operations in Iraq and Afghanistan; The Queen's 
recognition will also be available to the families of those who died in conflicts dating 
back to 1948, including the Korean War, the Falklands conflict and operations in 
Northern Ireland. 

For full details and information on how to apply, click here 
http://www.mod.uk/DefenceInternet/DefenceFor/Veterans/Medals/TheElizabethCross
DiedOnOperationsRecognitionAward.htm  
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